Curriculum Guide
Wishes, Dares, & How to Stand Up to a Bully by Darlene Beck Jacobson

isbn: 9781939547620

Guided Reading Level Z, Grade Level Equivalent 7-8+, Interest by Grade Level 6-up

CCSS Instructional Strands: W.7.2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8,9, 9a, 10; SL.7.1, 1c 1d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6: L.7.3, 3a, 4, 4a, 5, 5a, 5c, 6; RL.7.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9,10

Educational Description: Historical fiction, lyrical text, prose. Story told in verse, Literary Elements: setting, plot, character development, Point of View: Jack, 11-year old main character, literary devices: flashback, figurative language, metaphor, simile, hyperbole, Comprehension strategies: identify changes from beginning to end of the story, author's purpose, cause and effect relationships, make inferences and make text to world connections. Back matter: About the Author, informational narrative about the time and place, setting. Themes: Vietnam War, loss, love, family, friends, coming of age, courage, bullying, and hope.
EXERCISES IN FREE VERSE

1. Discuss the difference between free verse and poetry that rhymes.

· In rhyming verse, you have to follow meter and can get stuck finding the exact rhyming word to fit into the poem.

· FREE VERSE allows you to use ANY WORDS that convey the feeling or tone you are trying to establish.

2. How is free verse different from prose?

· More WHITE SPACE on the page

· You don’t have to use quotations for dialogue.

· You don’t have to always use complete sentences.

· It “cuts to the heart” of emotion and gets right into a character without spending a lot of time on background and scene setting.

· You are also free to arrange words on the page in a different way. (show LONG poem and how it is arranged)
3. How do we write a story in free verse?

· You can begin with a  CHARACTER who has a story to tell: JACK, DOG, BABY, TREE, IVAN, (refer to books written in free verse style: ONE AND ONLY IVAN, BROWN GIRL DREAMING, INSIDE OUT AND BACK AGAIN, LOVE THAT DOG, HATE THAT CAT, OUT OF THE DUST,
· Begin with a  WORD that evokes emotion: FEAR, HOPE, LOVE, ANGER, ALONE, ONE,


       (Brainstorm for words, Names, characters. Etc)
· Begin with a PLACE that has something special about it. Maybe it’s scary, dark, lonely, quiet, unlike any place else. Maybe it’s a place a character DOES NOT want to be, or a FAVORITE place, or a place she misses.

· Begin with an INCIDENT. Something that happened and sets the story in motion. A conflict or action that creates a problem or tension.

· BRAINSTORM what you know about this character, place, word, etc. Write down some of the things this word reminds you of. (ASK students for input and share answers).
· Write down some IDEAS that come to mind when you see this word. These may not stay in the poem, but are meant to spark things and get more information about what you are trying to say.

4. Don’t forget about FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: Using techniques such as ALLITERATION, SIMILE, METAPHOR, ASSONANCE, ONOMATOPOEIA, REPETITON OF WORDS FOR EMPHASIS, as well as incorporating the senses, add richness to the poems.

· Show examples of some of these from the story: 

5. PRACTICE:  Break into groups and use a word from each of the categories above to begin a poem. Have students suggest words. CHARACTER, WORD, PLACE, INCIDENT, FEELING.

Read poems from WISHES that uses each category as an example.

· Share poems as time allows.

A List of MG novels in verse:
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/13540.Best_MG_Novels_in_Verse
Curriculum Guide on Bullying

What is a bully? 
-definition- A person who hurts, frightens, or terrorizes someone smaller and weaker.

What’s the difference between a bully and a villain? 
· Does a villain have to bully others to get what he wants?
How do people bully others? 
-words, insults, name-calling, threats, spreading lies or rumors,

-physical means – hitting, throwing things at a person, pranks, tripping, pushing/shoving,

How do bullies operate?
-They intimidate others when they are alone.

-pick on loners, shy or quiet child

-pick on someone when a group or crowd is present to egg them on

-a bully and his/her followers wait until no adults are around and victim is usually alone or with another victim.

-pick on someone smaller or younger

Personalities of bullies:
-popular kids vs unpopular kids

-kids who might be loners and are picked on or bullied at home

-kids who aren’t successful in school and act out in other ways to get attention

-kids who might not have friends and don’t know how to make friends

Bullies from our favorite books: Brainstorm some popular bullies from literature (Drago Malfoy from Harry Potter)
6. Do we like bullies who stay that way, or redeem themselves in the end?

7. How do we feel about bullies who “get away with it”?

8. How do we feel when bullies are punished?

9. Can we “like” a bully character? Why or why not?

10. How do we feel when the bully’s victim is no longer affected by the bully?  In what stories do victims of bullying confront their bullies in a positive way? Brainstorrm possible answers.
11. How did the characters in WISHES, DARES, AND HOW TO STAND UP TO A BULLY deal with a bully? Compare and contrast: Jack, Jill, Dad, Katy.

 What are some positive ways to stop a bully or bullying?
12. Brainstorm 

