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Guided Reading Level H, Grade Level Equivalent 1, RRL 13-14
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.4,4a,4b,4c,5,5b,5c,6; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.1.1,2,3,3f,3g,4,4a,4b,4c; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.1.1,2,3,4,6,7,9; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1,1b,1c,2,3,4,5,6; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.1,3,8

Educational Description: problem solving, differences in point of view, compare and contrast characters, problems and solutions.


The two people in this book share pictures back and forth as a way of showing things that interest or amuse them. One person takes a photo, the other one draws on it, responding to the picture that’s been sent to them.

When you look at a photo, do you see things you can draw that will add to it or change it into something else entirely? Cut some photos out of magazines and see how you can play with them. You can add mustaches, hairdos, spaceships, carrots, whatever you think works.

Find photos of patterns, like clouds, waves, checkerboards and draw what you imagine you can see in them. 

How is it different to draw on a blank page rather than to draw on a picture you have in front of you? Does one feel more creative than the other? Are both equally creative for you?

Taking photos is also a way to be creative. How do you decide what to capture, how to frame a photo? Take some photos, print them out, and give them to a friend. Ask them to draw what they see. Are you surprised by what they draw?

Another way to have a conversation in pictures is to draw a comic strip together with a friend. One of you starts with the first panel, then the other adds a second panel. Keep going until you have a whole story!

How are people’s imaginations different? How are they the same? Where do you get your ideas for what to draw?

For more fun creative thinking activities, check out Barney’s YouTube Station, Createtubity!
