
Curriculum/discussion Guide

The Miracle Menorah of Mariupol
by Nancy Churnin, illustrated by Marissa Moss
ISBN: 9781954354487

Lexile Level 610; AD610L; MSL 7.702; MLF 3.643; Decoding 71; Decoding Display High; Semantic 
84; Semantic Display Very High; Syntactic 80; Syntactic Display High; Structure 83; Structure Display 
Very High
Guided Reading Level Q, Grade Level Equivalent 4
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.3,4,4a,5,5a,5b,5c,6; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.4.3,3a,4,4a,4c; CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4.1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10; CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6; CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4.4,7,8,9,9a,9b,10

Educational Description: Literary non-fiction, history. Themes:  historical connections, ritual meanings, 
wonders and miracles, Jewish history. Storytelling elements: cause and effect relationships, conflict and 
resolution, detailed illustrations and figurative language enhance meaning and tone; hyperbole, 
metaphor, simile, visualization. New vocabulary: Ukranian. Informational back matter: Note from the 
author.

Themes: Miracles, Historical Echoes, Jewish History

How does what happened to the Jewish community of Mariupol echo ancient Jewish history?

What is a miracle? Do you think finding the menorah in the rubble of Mariupol was a miracle? Why or 
why not?

How does the menorah help the people feel hope and connection?

What is the meaning of light in the original Hanukkah story? In the story told in this book?

What does the menorah mean to you?

Writing/story-telling Strategies

The Miracle Menorah of Mariupol is a picture book. How does the art add to the story? Give specific 
examples where the pictures provide information the text doesn't.

How do you get a sense of the present-day miracle connecting to the ancient one? What does the writer 
do to give you a feeling of connection?

How does the style and palette (the choice of colors) affect the mood of the story? Give examples of 
specific pages to explain your opinion.



Try drawing your own picture to go with a page of the story. Decide how you would present or 
interpret what the words are saying. Make sure you do something very different from what the 
illustrator, Marissa Moss, has already done. A lot of the images express a mood rather than showing a 
specific event. 

The rabbi told his congregation to let the light of the menorah bring them hope. What are other things 
that can bring hope to people who are suffering? Draw pictures of any ideas you have.

Additional Work

Do you think miracles are exceptional or happen more than we realize? 
Is there such a thing as an everyday miracle, like the sun rising?
Make a list of things you feel are miracles.

BE A LIGHT Project

Andrei, with the support of the rabbi, lights the menorah for the community, giving people hope and 
connection in a difficult time. What actions can you take to bring light to your community at any time 
in the year to help them in the present and remind them that things can and will get better in the future? 
Please share photos and/or descriptions of your actions on https://www.nancychurnin.com/contact We 
look forward to your good deeds inspiring others to help the light of kindness grow.

https://www.nancychurnin.com/contact

